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1. 



This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examinina 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. r reciminary txamining 

This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets. Including this cover sheet 

^ hoiY!^°J* !f ^'^o^^co"[!Pa"ied by AISiNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims andybr drawings which have 
been annended and are the basis for this report andybr sheets containing rectifications made before this Au^^^^ 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). Authority 

These annexes consist of a total of 5 sheets. 



3. 



This report contains Indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 

Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability 
citations and explanations supporting such statement cippiicaDiiiiy. 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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□ 
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'oxm PCT/IPEA/409 (Cover Sheet) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT international application No. PCT/CH 02)00 349 

!■ Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this import as "oriSXed' 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. W arid 70. ^^f '"^"^ ^"^ 

Description, Pages 

4-7 as originally filed 

"3' 3a filed with telefax on 23.07.2004 

Claims, Numbers 

1 -5 filed with telefax on 23.07.2004 

Drawings, Siieets 

1^-3/3 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the tenguage, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the rnternational application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item ^ 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: . which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

° RSe^55.2^ln(£rV5S)^'^^'°" furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 

^' nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application the 

intemational prel.minaiy examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listingr 

□ contained in the intemational application in written form. 

□ filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. u«yona ine aisciosure 

° Srng*h?sTee"^^^^^^^ '^"^"^^ t° ^^e written sequence 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 



Fonn PCT/IPEA/ 409 (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No, PCTyCH 02/00349 



5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since thev have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred, to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report,) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

[II. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty. Inventive step and industrial applicability 

1. The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non- 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application, 

H claims Nos. 1-4 



la the said international application, or the said claims Nos. 1 -4 relate to the following subject matter which 
does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

see separate sheet 

□ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. are so unclear 
that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

□ no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. 

2. A meaningful international preliminary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide and/ 
or amino acid sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative 
Instructions: 

□ the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the Standard. 

□ the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the Standard. 



because: 
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1. 



Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



5 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



5 



Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



5 



2. Citations and explanations 
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see separate sheet 
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Section III: 

1 . For the assessnnent of the present claims 1-4 on the question whether they are 
industrially applicable, no unified criteria exist in the PCT. The IPEA therefore is 
not required to carry out an exannination on these claims (Cf. Rule 67.1 (iv) PCT). 

The patentability may be dependent upon the fomriulation of the claims. The 
EPO, for example, does not recognize as industrially applicable the subject-matter 
of claims to methods of treatment of the human or animal body by surgery or 
therapy and diagnostic methods practised on the human or animal body. 

The above claims pertain to a method of cardiac catheterisation which is 
considered surgical in its nature as it implies the insertion of a catheter into the 
human or animal body, be it by way of Incision or by using natural body orifices. 
Thereby the entire method is rendered surgical. Methods of surgery might not be 
regarded as an invention susceptible of industrial application. 



Section V: 

1 . Claim 5 relates to a cardiac catheterisation system comprising a catheter and a 
processor for detecting and analysing the position of the catheter within the heart. 
The catheter is provided with a dipole for position detection. A system of that kind 
is disclosed in US 6370 412 which is considered closest prior art. 

Problems might occur in detecting the catheter position when its tip is inverted. 
This problem is overcome by additional use of a flow-sensor for detection of blood 
flow direction so that an Inadvertent catheter inversion may be reliably 
transformed into GO, STOP and END commands given by the processor to the 
operator. As the distinguishing feature is not shown in any of the prior art 
documents cited in the. ISR, claim 5 is considered to meet the requirements of 
Art.33 (2)-(4) PCT. 
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